
LINUS ENSEMBLE 2018 CONCERT PROGRAM 

Katherine Rawlings Blue Carnation for solo violin
Evelin Szilvasi Hawk Honeymoon for horn and vibraphone
Ludovico Einaudi I Giorni for violin and cello
Vincent Persichetti Parable VII for solo horn
Katherine Rawlings Humorous for bass violin and cello
Frédéric Duvernoy Sonata No. 1 for horn and cello
Katherine Rawlings Rain Dancing for marimba
Evelyn Glennie A Little Prayer for marimba, violin and cello

ARTIST PROFILES

Marianne Rothschild (violin)

As a soloist Marianne has appeared in recital at venues including the 
Melbourne Recital Centre, Deakin Edge, Wyselaskie Auditorium and the 
Gallagher Concert Chamber (NZ). Most notably, with Melbourne pianist 
Glenn Riddle she released a CD on the Move Records label, The Sky is 
Melting, to critical acclaim. She is broadcast frequently on ABC classic FM, 
3MBS FM, Radio National and Radio New Zealand, and regularly plays with 
string quartets.

As a freelance violinist she has played with Orchestra Victoria, Australian 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, New Philharmonia 
of Cologne and acted as Concertmaster for Orchestra 21, The Zelman 
Memorial Orchestra, the Grainger Ensemble and Gloriana Chamber Choir 
chamber orchestra and leads the seconds for Australian Discovery Orchestra. 
She has appeared with conductors Simone Young, David Porcelijn, Ben 
Northey, Nicolette Fraillon, John Foreman and soloists Luciano Pavarotti, Jose 
Carreras and Sumi Jo. In the popular music field she has worked with Alice 
Cooper, Roger Daltrey, Jimmy Barnes, Peter Frampton, Billy Thorpe, Guy 
Sebastian, Kate Ceberano and the Black Eyed Susans.

Amy Valent Curlis (percussion)

Amy has made her mark as a compelling performer and teacher across many 
musical genres.
She is equally comfortable performing to a heaving rock festival crowd, a 
community street festival or an intimate contemporary classical gathering. 
From supporting Led Zeppelin’s Jimmy Page and Robert Plant, to a season 
with STOMP and large festival performances, Amy loves the buzz of playing 
to a huge crowd. Similarly, she is stimulated by performing the music of Burt 
Bacharach to an intimate audience, rocking out at a dingy pub playing drum 
kit, or exploring the intricacies of Renaissance repertoire with marimba and 
viola da gamba. 

As a recording artist she has played a range of instruments; including tuned 
beer bottles for an advertisement, and marimba and flute on soundtracks 
such as Summer Heights High, the Beijing Olympic Games Opening Cere-
mony and Hollywood movie “Death Defying Acts”.

Amy’s teaching spans from found-object workshops with pre-schoolers, to 
teaching composing for percussion at tertiary level. She has conducted 
workshops for Kew Cottages, community groups, on Aboriginal communi-
ties in Northern Territory and has taught in many of Melbourne’s leading 
schools. Amy also runs workshops for businesses, helping them to under-
stand leadership from the point of view of a chamber musician.

Luca Vanags-Smith (horn)

Luca has completed a Bachelor of Arts/Music (2011) and almost completed a 
Master of Music (Performance 2018) at the University of Melbourne. They 
have studied under Russell Davis, Roman Ponomariov and Trinette 
McClimont. Alongside teaching privately and at University High School 
(Parkville), Luca currently works as a freelance musician performing with 
ensembles such as Melbourne Opera, Orchestra 21 and Melbourne Youth 
Orchestra. They have also recorded and performed with singer/songwriter 
Gosti. 

Karina Di Sisto (cello)

Karina currently divides her time between performing, teaching, and caring 
for her two young daughters. Karina gained her Bachelor of Music at The 
University of Melbourne where she studied with Raymond Fraser, Arturs 
Esergalis, Phillip Green, and Josephine Vains. Her experience as a performer 
initially focused on orchestral playing with ensembles such as Melbourne 
Sinfonia, Zelmann Symphony, Orchestra 21 and the Royal Melbourne 
Philharmonic Orchestra including touring China with them.

More recently she has favoured chamber music with plenty of private func-
tion performances as well as concerts with XL Arts and Valencia String 
Quartet.
Karina also enjoys playing popular styles and as is a founding member of the 
Melbourne Latin ensemble “La Tin She Orquesta” with whom she has 
recorded three albums. Arranging, directing and managing hats were all 
worn during her time with the ensemble, though they are currently on hiatus 
while a number of members are travelling or home with babies! Further in 
this vein she has enjoyed
working with singer/songwriter Ghosti and American duo ‘A Winged 
Victory for the Sullen’.

Karina also completed a Diploma of Education at Monash University in 
2006 and currently teaches at Canterbury Girls Secondary College and Glen 
Waverley Secondary College where she enjoys teaching cello and double bass 
as well as directing ensembles.

Katherine Rawlings (composer/artistic director)

Katherine founded the Linus Ensemble in 2016 to build community and 
support local composers, performers and artists in the northern suburbs of 
Melbourne. Her music has been performed/commissioned in Australia, 
France, Canada, Germany, Singapore and the U.K. by numerous performers 
including the Linus Ensemble, Collision Theory, Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra, Orchestra Victoria and The Zelman Memorial Symphony 
Orchestra. 
Katherine is a Melbourne-based composer of music that is stylistically 
thematic and emotive. Her work draws inspiration from nature, visual art 
and literature. In 2014 - 2015 she collaborated with author Ailsa Wild and 
illustrator Simon Howe as composer, producer, concert curator and 
publisher for Anthea's Garden the illustrated children's book with music. 
She was artist in residence 2017 for Wesley College Melbourne where 
Anthea's Garden was featured in performance and was the subject for a 
series of music workshops. 
Katherine has been a guest speaker at the University of Melbourne and 
Monash University and has studied with some of the most accomplished 
composers in Australia including Brenton Broadstock, Richard Mills, Stuart 
Greenbaum, Mary Finsterer and Katy Abbott. She won the Dorian Le 
Gallienne Composition Award 2003, holds a Bachelor of Music from the 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, a Master of Music from the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music and her works are sold and distributed nationally 
and internationally through www.katherinerawlings.com and the Australian 
Music Centre.
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